Secretary’s Report 
Following the success of the Ayrshire Special Games ‘Come and Try’ event in April 2003, the second such event was held in the Magnum Leisure Centre, Irvine, on 11 and 12 May 2004.   The event is designed to given an introduction to sports for children with a learning or physical disability, who may not otherwise have access to sport.  

150 primary school age pupils from 25 schools participated on Day 1 and 250 secondary school age pupils representing 16 schools attended on Day 2.  This represented a significant increase in numbers attending, particularly in terms of secondary school pupils.   In planning next year’s event the Ayrshire Special Games Sub-Group will give due consideration as to how best to accommodate the growing numbers, to ensure that each child receives maximum benefit and enjoyment from the day.  The sports offered to pupils were:

· Athletics

· Archery

· Basketball

· Boccia

· Curling

· Dancercise

· Football

· Golf

The choice of venue and other enhancements to the 2004 event were influenced by the valuable feedback provided by schools through evaluation forms circulated after the first ‘Come and Try’ event.  It is anticipated that further guidance resulting from the 2004 event will be available shortly through this mechanism.  Initial feedback suggests that overall, the aim of providing the children with a stimulating and memorable day was achieved.

A video for each day of the 2003 ‘Come and Try’ event was made available to participating schools and a similar souvenir is planned for the 2004 event.  A generic video is also available for promotional purposes.

The Ayrshire Special Games Management Committee is grateful to the many local sponsors who have generously given financial or ‘in kind’ donations to help with the administration of the event and the ever-popular ‘goodie bags’ given to the children at the end of the day.   Fundraising is always a high priority and in December 2003 a raffle was held with a weekend trip to Paris as the star prize.  These efforts raised a welcome total of over £1,500. 

The Management Committee and Sub-Group will continue to meet on a regular basis to drive the strategic agenda for opportunities in sport for disabled young people and to plan for the 2005 ‘Come and Try’ and proposed ‘mini-Olympic’ events.

The office bearers of the Management Committee are:

Chair – Wai-yin Hatton

Vice-Chair – Nick Larkin

Honorary Secretary – Susan Simmons

Treasurer – Derek Lindsay.

Susan Simmons
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